
“ROLE OF F-18 FDG PET-CT IN MALT-LYMPHOMA: A SINGLE CENTER 
EXPERIENCE”

Mucosa-associated lymphoid tissue (MALT) lymphoma can potentially arise from any mucosal site, with gastric
mucosa as the most common primary site. Except for a few rare cases, MALT lymphoma is rarely an aggressive
disease having good prognosis. The role of FDG PET-scan in MALT lymphoma patients is debatable. Keeping in view
this scenario, the main objective of our study is to analyze the data of MALT lymphoma affected patients whose
F18FDG PET-CT scans acquired at our center.

Objective:

Out of eighteen patients, largest number were of 
gastrointestinal tumors (71%) while remaining (29%) 
were of different origin as shown in diagram.
Out of 18, 8 patients had both regional and distant 
nodal involvement, among which 3 had gastric origin 
disease with nodal disease on both sides of 
diaphragm (Ann Arbor stage IV).

Out of 18 patients, interim scan was done only 
in 9 (50.2%) patients, utilizing the Deauville criteria, 
5 patients had complete metabolic response (CMR)
on interim scan, while 4 had partial response
(PR) on interim scan.
Those who had CMR on interim scan, 3 had CMR on
follow up scans, 1 had CMR then relapse and 
eventually died while follow up scan was not done in 1 
patient.
Those who had partial response on interim scan, 2 
had CMR on follow up scan. 1 had partial response 
then relapse after 2 years while 1 had progressive 
disease with second primary of gastric 
adenocarcinoma.

Results:
Material andMethods:

In this study 18 histopathologically confirmed patients
were retrospectively evaluated who had F18FDG PET-
CT scan from 1st Jan, 2009 to 18th June, 2025.
15 patients were males and 3 were females with mean
age of 52.5 yrs. PET-CT scans were evaluated both
visually and semi-quantitatively by measuring
standardized uptake value (SUV max).
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Appendix

Case 1: 37 years of age 
male, diagnosed case of 
gastric MALT lymphoma,
(A) showed avid gastric

mass, (B) CT image, (C) PET
only image, showing 

multifocal uptake.

Case 2: 40 years of age male, 
diagnosed case of left parotid MALT 
lymphoma, (A) showed avid parotid 

nodes, (B) CT image, (C) PET only 
image, showing multifocal uptake in 

left parotid region.

Conclusion:

Our limited institutional experience with F18-FDG PET-CT in MALT lymphoma is in keeping with the established 
usefulness of F18-FDG PET-CT in NHL. Further large volume, prospective multicenter studies are required to

validate the role.
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